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Fast Facts123

Indicator Period Measure 5 Year Growth

Population Jun 2013 17,712 4.4%

Gross Regional Product 2012-13 $2.5 billion 2.1%

Economic Value of Key Sectors (Mining and Agriculture) 2012-13 $1.4 billion 11.1%

Labour Force Dec 2013 11,667 22.9%

Unemployment Rate Dec 2013 4.4% +1.9ppts

Annual Visitors (Day Trip, Domestic & International)* YE Jun 2013 295,899 35.2%**

Notes: YE = Year ended.  Figures can be influenced by data paucity.  *Visitor estimates based on the sum of Esperance and Esperance Region Statistical Area Level 2 (SA2). 
** Growth over four years to June 2013.

A Dynamic Region

The Esperance Region is a key centre in Western Australia incorporating the Local Government Areas of Esperance, Ravensthorpe, 
and Dundas.  The Esperance Region’s economy is currently worth over $2.5 billion annually, with activity mainly focussed around 
mining and agriculture. 

The region offers a wealth of opportunities for investors and new residents seeking lifestyle, affordability and a strong long-term 
outlook.  Major industry and opportunity sectors in the region include:

•  Expanding Tourism Market with Untapped Potential: Around 300,000 visitors are attracted to the spectacular natural assets 
of the Esperance Region each year, with significant potential to expand the industry through additional products, services and 
experiences. 

•  Productive and Prospective Mining Centre: Mining has been a mainstay of the Esperance Region throughout its history. The 
region retains excellent prospects with large known and potential nickel, gold, copper and coal deposits.  In addition to the 
potential for further mine development, the employment and income generated by the sector provide broad opportunities 
across consumer and services industries. 

•  Thriving Agricultural Sector: The area is rich in agriculture, primarily grains and broadacre cropping with an annual gross value 
of agricultural production of over $570 million.  The region offers an exciting range of opportunities for crop diversification, 
industry research and development and value adding manufacturing and processing. 

•  Renewable Energy: The Esperance Region’s considerable renewable energy potential revolves around wind, waste, tidal, solar, 
and geothermal. 

•   Broad Potential across the Seafood Value Chain: From modest beginnings, Esperance’s commercial fishing industry has grown 
into a vital source of diversification for the local economy. Opportunities exist to expand the regional seafood industry presence 
across high value aquaculture and an expanded supply chain. 

•  Deepest Port in Southern Australia: The Port of Esperance is the deepest port in the southern part of Australia capable of 
handling cape size vessels up to 200,000 tonnes. It is the largest nickel concentrate exporting port in the southern hemisphere 
as well as a major grain exporting hub. The Port handles in excess of 200 ships each year and in 2012-13 exported a record 13 
million tonnes of cargo.

•  Established Transport and Export Hub: Esperance’s established and expanding export supply chain infrastructure is supported 
by excellent road and rail links to the port and strong links to the WA mining and agriculture industries and infrastructure.

•  Lifestyle + Affordability = Opportunity: The high quality, relaxed regional lifestyle attracts both new residents including 
a significant number of retirees and tourists from all around the world, as well as driving investment and employment 
opportunities.

•  A Skilled and Ready Workforce: A flexible and highly trained labour force of almost 12,000 with an unemployment rate of only 
4.4%.

•  Healthcare, Education and Community Services and Amenity: The region offers an extensive range of community and lifestyle 
infrastructure and amenities for new and existing residents. 

1Australian Bureau of Statistics (2014). Various. ABS, Canberra.
2AEC (2014). Unpublished. Brisbane, Australia.
3TRA (2014). TRA Online. Available from: http://traonline.ret.gov.au/superweb/loadDatabase.do?db=NVS%20daytrip%201998%20onwards. Last accessed September 1, 2014.
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Regional Investment Drivers and Opportunities
 
Expanding Tourism Market with Untapped Potential 

The Esperance Region is renowned for its unique bio-diversity and untouched coastal scenery.  Hundreds of thousands of 
visitors flock to the region each year to explore world class national parks and pristine beaches which boast the whitest 
sands in Australia.

Dundas Shire acts as a key transit and stopover point for travellers to and from Australia’s eastern states; and boasts the 
world’s longest golf course, the Beacon Hill lookout, the Bromus Dam and a Heritage Trail in addition to 2 million year old 
ancient rock formations.  

Also located in the Dundas Shire is The Great Western Woodlands - an area of great biological richness that extends over 
16 million hectares, about the same size as England.  It is regarded as the largest remaining area of intact Mediterranean-
climate woodland left on Earth and contains about 3,000 species of flowering plants, about a fifth of all known flora in 
Australia.

Hopetoun and Ravensthorpe offer entrance to the famous Fitzgerald River National Park, one of the largest and most 
botanically significant national parks in Australia.

The Park is home to a vast array of animal life and 1,900 plant species, making up 20% of Western Australia’s flora species 
(many of which are only found in the Park).  The Ravensthorpe Shire also features a broad range of supporting attractions 
including Starvation and Masons Bays, spectacular native wildflowers, and numerous trails and historical mine sites. 

The $40 million Fitzgerald River National Park improvement project will also act as a catalyst to attract and retain visitors in 
the region and provide business opportunities.

In Esperance, visitors are attracted to a broad range of stunning natural assets including its national parks, pristine beaches, 
the 110 islands which make up the Recherché Archipelago and the turquoise waters of the Southern Ocean. 

The region’s natural attractions are supported by a range of accommodation options, retailers, scenic cruise shipping 
charters; whale watching, deep sea fishing and diving activities and experiences.  The $25 million foreshore redevelopment 
in Esperance will further assist local operators and businesses to capture a greater share of the tourism market and visitor 
expenditure.

Significant opportunity exists for investors wishing to capitalise on the natural assets and already established tourism 
infrastructure, including high-end short stay accommodation, retail and food outlets and venues (specialising in local 
produce), cruise shipping and other specialised attractions.

Visitor Numbers, Esperance Region, YE June 2009 to YE June 2013

0 

50 

100 

150 

200 

300 

250 

350

YE June 2009 YE June 2010 YE June 2011 YE June 2012 YE June 2013

Domestic Day Domestic Overnight International Visitors

To
ta

l V
is

ito
rs

 (’
00

0)

Note: YE = Year ended. Visitor estimates based on the sum of Esperance and Esperance Region Statistical Area Level 2 (SA2) 
Source: TRA (2014)
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Further tourism based products and experiences such as major hiking trails, up-market accommodation offerings and an 
expanded cruise ship industry are planned to leverage the Esperance Region’s status as a highly desirable tourist location. 

Significant scope also exists to build on Norseman’s status as the gateway for visitors travelling to and from eastern states 
with strong potential for additional accommodation, services and attraction offerings. 

Productive and Prospective Mining Centre 

Mining has been a mainstay of the Esperance Region throughout its history particularly in the Dundas and Ravensthorpe 
Shires. The region retains excellent prospects with large known and potential nickel, gold, copper and coal deposits. 
In 2013, the Esperance Region produced minerals to the value of almost $1 billion,4 equating to more than 10% of the 
Goldfields-Esperance Region’s output in the same year. The region’s main products are Gold and Nickel. 

The gold mines of Norseman are renowned as some of the most productive in Australia, producing around three times as 
much gold per tonne of ore as compared to major mines in Kalgoorlie. 

Thriving Agricultural Sector

With an annual gross value of agricultural production of over $570 million, the region is rich in agriculture (primarily grains 
and broadacre cropping) and together with commercial fishing form the historical basis for the economy. The Esperance 
Region holds a competitive strength in productive and potential new additional agricultural land, which is suitable for a 
wide variety of cropping and livestock enterprises and an innovative farming community.

The region is a leading wheat, canola, and barley producer, and also possesses a significant livestock (sheep and beef cattle) 
industry.  The region’s growers have established a reputation for high quality produce and are known for their innovative 
approach to solving problems with programs of self-funded research and development.

Leading Agricultural Commodities by Value 2010-11 (Gross Value $M)5

Crop Esperance Region ($M) % of WA

Wheat $197.7 14.1%

Canola $118.2 30.5%

Barley $108.4 32.9%

Wool $39.2 7.0%

Sheep and Lambs $36.2 6.8%

Beef Cattle $35.3 5.8%

Other $37.3 4.4%

Total Value $572.3 10.6%

 
Broad Potential Across the Seafood Value Chain

From modest beginnings, Esperance’s commercial fishing industry has grown into a vital source of diversification for the 
local economy. The Southern Ocean has now become a key economic asset for the region.

Commercial fishing in the region generally operates along the coastlines of the Shires of Esperance and Ravensthorpe. For 
the year 2008-09 the commercial fishing industry produced 1,120 tonnes valued at approximately $10.9 million. 

Today, there is a commercial fleet of around 20 vessels operating along the Esperance and Ravensthorpe coast with most 
operating out of Bandy Creek Boat Harbour. The harbour offers 26 commercial pens. Catches consists of fin fish (gummy, 
whiskery and bronze whaler shark, pilchard, snapper and mackerel), crab, lobster, tuna and molluscs (scallops and abalone). 
The tuna industry at its peak involved up to 5,000 tonnes of tuna per year. 

4Department of Mines and Petroleum (2014). Regional and Local Government Area Resources Data. Government of Western Australia.
5ABS (2012). Value of Agricultural Commodities Produced, Australia, 2012-13. Cat. No. 7503.0. ABS, Canberra.
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Significant potential exists to expand Esperance’s seafood industry presence across:

• High value aquaculture initiatives (i.e. sea cage aquaculture farming)

• Retail and wholesale trading

• Warehousing

• Processing/ value adding

• Distribution and export 

Renewable Energy 

Renewable energy is a key regional opportunity sector. Esperance’s considerable renewable energy potential revolves 
around four main sources: wind, waste, tidal and solar, with geothermal a potential fifth option. 

The region is blessed with considerable natural resources for renewable power. Constant and consistent winds generously 
provided by the Southern Gulf Stream were the reason for the first wind turbines in the region and can supply additional 
energy generation capacity. The region receives on average 8 hours of sunshine per day and an average maximum 
temperature of 22°C, suitable for stable and highly efficient solar power. The Esperance Harbour receives a regular 1 metre 
tide that is funnelled into and out of the harbor through a system of islands and well defined underwater channels, creating 
immense potential for tidal power generation. Equally, the local communities generate a steady stream of waste products, 
many of which could be used for power generation.

The region’s isolation, low population density and vast areas of landmass coupled with the rising costs of traditional non-
renewable energy and falling cost of renewable energy make localised generation projects in Esperance a very viable option.

 
Deepest Port in Southern Australia

The Port of Esperance is the deepest port in the southern part of Australia capable of handling cape size vessels up to 
200,000 tonnes. It is the largest nickel concentrate exporting port in the southern hemisphere as well as a major grain 
exporting hub. The Port handles in excess of 200 ships each year and in 2012-13 exported a record 13 million tonnes. 

The Port boasts world’s best practice infrastructure for handling iron ore. Iron ore product is placed in pressurised sheds, 
moved in a fully enclosed conveyor circuit from the rotary car dumper to the storage sheds and then to the berth for loading.

The port has recently had access enhanced, all part of a broader plan to expand total export tonnage capacity to more than 
20 million tonnes per year. The planned construction of the Multi User Iron Ore Facility at the port will cater for the export 
needs of a number of iron ore mining companies.

Potential exists to further leverage the Port of Esperance through an expanded cruise shipping industry and greater 
importation of products to service the regional area.  

Established Transport and Export Hub

The region’s established and expanding export supply chain infrastructure is supported by excellent road and rail links to the 
port and strong links to both the WA mining and agriculture industries and infrastructure. 

Road and Rail: A $120 million Port Access Corridor has recently been completed in Esperance. The region’s rail connection 
between the Port of Esperance and inner goldfields (which goes through Dundas Shire on the way to Kalgoorlie) acts as an 
important economic enabler for the Western Australian mining industry and presents potential for regional export growth. 

Airports: Regional airports provide critical air links and access to Perth and beyond. The Esperance Airport operates regular 
daily flights. The Ravensthorpe Airport operates three flights per week with connections to Esperance and Perth. Significant 
scope exists to expand Norseman Airstrip in order to allow for commercial flights.
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Lifestyle + Affordability = Opportunity

Escape the rat race, leave the traffic lights and city congestion behind to join the stunning coastal and rural communities 
of the Esperance Region. The high quality, relaxed lifestyle attracts both new residents (including a significant number of 
retirees) and tourists from all around the world; driving investment and employment opportunities. 

Residents of this vibrant community relocate to the region to enjoy the perfect balance of a tranquil, country lifestyle with 
the luxuries of modern town living. This lifestyle is available at a very affordable cost, with house prices in the region 
generally lower than major comparison areas and regional WA. 

Median House Prices, Esperance and Comparison Regions, December 2011 to December 2013.6

Region
Median House Price ($)

Dec-11 Dec-12 Dec-13

Esperance 350,000 380,000 355,000

Norseman 49,000 35,000 30,000

Ravensthorpe 114,000 140,000 152,500

Perth Metropolitan 474,000 485,000 522,000

Perth 699,500 764,940 780,000

Regional WA 370,000 370,000 375,000

Karratha Urban Area 787,500 782,500 710,000

Dampier 867,500 874,500 797,000

Port Hedland 1,100,000 1,203,500 1,100,000

Significant opportunities exist to capitalise on the lifestyle attraction of the Esperance Region, including commercial and 
residential development, lifestyle villages and aged care facilities with attractive potential development sites and locations 
across the region.   

A Skilled and Ready Workforce

The Esperance Region has a flexible and highly trained labour force of almost 12,000 with an unemployment rate of only 
4.4% in December 2013 (compared to 6.0% in Regional WA and 4.6% for the state). Unemployment rates have been 
consistently below 4.5% since the onset of the Global Financial Crisis (GFC) in late 2007.

With a lower cost of living, Esperance Region businesses gain considerable employment cost savings over other locations, 
particularly in Regional WA. Given access to a relatively large local labour catchment, staff turnover rates are lower, 
reducing labour costs further and providing additional value. Esperance Region offers cost savings as high as 7.9%, with 
lower average wages compared to Regional WA, Greater Perth, and WA as a whole.

Median Personal Income, Esperance and Comparison Regions, 2011.7

Region
Median Personal Income 

($/week) (PoUR)
Savings in Esperance 

Region (%)

Esperance Region  $779.7 N/A

Regional WA $846.8 7.9%

Greater Perth $839.8 7.2%

WA State $841.1 7.3%

Invest in the Esperance Region

6Department of Employment (2014). Small Area Labour Markets. Department of Employment, Canberra
7ABS (2013). Wage and Salary Earner Statistics for Small Areas, Time Series, 2005-06 to 2010-11. Cat. No. 5673.0.55.003. ABS, Canberra.
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Nearly half of the Esperance Region’s employment is generated by four key sectors:

• Agriculture, forestry and fishing (15.9% of local jobs)

• Retail trade (9.6%)

• Mining (9.4%)

• Construction (9.1%)

Esperance Region Employment by Industry (PoW, 2011)8

In terms of occupations, the Esperance Region employs a high proportion of (farm) managers, technicians, trade workers 
and labourers as part of a diversified labour force mix that also includes a noteworthy representation of professionals and 
machinery operators and drivers. 

Esperance Region Employment by Occupation (PoW, 2011)8 

Healthcare, Education and Community Services and Amenity

Key amenities include two commercial airports, extensive inter and intra-regional road networks, and a range of leisure, 
health care, sporting and community infrastructure.  The region also offers a selection of public and private educational 
facilities, along with home and long day care centres to support working families.
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8ABS (2012). Census of Population and Housing, 2011. Cat. No. 2001.0. ABS, Canberra.
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Goldfields Esperance Development Commission:

Shane Liddelow (District Manager)
Phone: (08) 9083 2202

Fax: (08) 9071 3765
Email: gedcesp@gedc.wa.gov.au

Web: www.gedc.wa.gov.au

Esperance Chamber of Commerce & Industry:

Phone: (08) 9071 5142
Fax: (08) 9072 1693

Email: admin@esperancecci.com.au  
Web: www.esperancecci.com.au 

 

Shire of Esperance:

Trevor Ayres (EDM)
Phone: (08) 9071 0666

Fax: (08) 9071 0600
Email: shire@esperance.wa.gov.au
Web: www.esperance.wa.gov.au/

Shire of Dundas:

Richard Brookes (CEO)
Phone: (08) 9039 1205

Fax: (08) 9039 1359
Email: shire@dundas.wa.gov.au
Web: www.dundas.wa.gov.au/

Shire of Ravensthorpe:

Ian Fitzgerald (CEO)
Phone:  (08) 9839 0000

Fax: (08) 9838 1282
Email:  shire@ravensthorpe.wa.gov.au
Web: www.ravensthorpe.wa.gov.au/
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For further information about investment opportunities in the Esperance Region, please contact:


